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Just back from a series 
of trips to Washington, 
D.C., and Japan, Gov. 

David Ige is telling officials 
of his latest plan to resolve 
the dilemma posed by the 
state’s failure to build the 
Thirty Meter Telescope atop 
Mauna Kea.

After being repeatedly 
blocked by Native Hawaiian 
protesters, Ige now has 
turned to an as-yet-unap-
proved or -formed reconcili-
ation commission.

Ige told reporters last 
week that he told Japanese 
officials that “I wanted to re-
inforce our commitment to 
the rule of law and ensuring 
peaceful and safe access to 
the (Mauna Kea) project 
site.”

No specifics, deadlines or 
timeframes were offered; in-
stead, Ige said he “talked 

about the ho‘oponopono 
session we have been en-
gaged in and the reconcilia-
tion commission that I will 
be forming to look at the 
broader issues so we can de-
velop a roadmap of the issue 
of reconciliation.”

In government terms, a 
reconciliation commission is 
some group that is sup-
posed to point to past 
wrongdoing in the hope of 

resolving the conflict. At 
least 46 countries list recon-
ciliation commissions. Ige in 
written testimony men-
tioned commissions from 
Canada, New Zealand, Aus-
tralia and South Africa.

Ige’s state government of-
ficials were unanimous in 
saying they thought a recon-
ciliation commission was 
just what we need.

Native Hawaiians were 
not so impressed.

“The governor-appointed 
panel to look into reconcilia-
tion is disingenuous,” said 
Healani Sonoda-Pale, chair-
woman of the Ka Lahui Polit-
ical Action Committee, 
calling it “a bogus reconcilia-
tion process.”

A Honolulu Star-Adver-
tiser report of a legislative 
hearing on the proposed 
commission mentioned 

great mistrust for Ige.
“Makiki resident Ilima 

Long opposed the measure, 
telling lawmakers the bill 
‘came out of nowhere.’ If 
lawmakers want to build 
trust with the Hawaiian com-
munity, they should amend 
the resolution to ‘take the 
governor out of it, specifi-
cally this governor,’” the pa-
per reported.

As usually happens with 
Ige’s government style, the 
veteran Democrat is unable 
to pull the trigger; he just 
can’t take the lead and de-
clare this is right and this is 
wrong.

The thing about reconcili-
ation commissions is that 
they are supposed to ex-
plore a government wrong-
doing or misdeed, and then 
with the wound exposed 
start a healing process.

Instead of saying either 
“Open the heavens, build 
that telescope” or “Forget it, 
we are not in the business of 
disrespecting Hawaiian cul-
ture,” Ige just parries and 
sidesteps the question.

“The conflict that 
emerged surrounding 
Mauna Kea created a unique 
opportunity to conceptual-
ize a process reflective of 
and responsive to such a 
complex moment,” Ige told 
the legislators in testimony.

At their best, reconcilia-
tion commissions deal with 
a painful history and thor-
ough examination so a way 
forward can be positively 
explored. South Africa’s 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission is called one of 

the most important. Cana-
da’s commission delved into 
its horrible mistreatment of 
indigenous peoples, and 
served as a model for Aus-
tralia and New Zealand to 
look at their own treatment 
of their indigenous peoples.

For Hawaii, TMT and 
Mauna Kea, Ige’s inability to 
lead appears only to be 
matched by the Legislature. 
In its first revision of the call 
for reconciliation, lawmak-
ers amended the resolution 
to remove any mention of 
Mauna Kea, saying instead 
that it would be “relating to 
past, present, and future is-
sues of importance to the 
Native Hawaiian people, the 
State of Hawaii, and the 
United States of America.”

———
Richard Borreca writes on politics on Sundays. 
Reach him at 808onpolitics@gmail.com.
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 working families
Investing in Hawaii’s

Our community has one of the 
most exciting opportunities 
in decades to make a differ-

ence in the lives of thousands of chil-
dren and improve our entire 
education system. We can make early 
childhood learning accessible for the 
thousands of Hawaii families who just 
can’t afford it. Dollar for dollar, this is 
the single most beneficial investment 
we can make in our future.

The long-term benefits of early ed-
ucation have been studied since the 
1960s, and research has demon-
strated that access to affordable, 
high-quality early childhood educa-
tion is critical for brain development, 
life and family success and commu-
nity well-being. Decades of evidence 
shows children with access to early 
learning are more likely to graduate 
from high school, increasing their op-
portunities to pursue higher educa-
tion and achieve success in the work 
force.

In addition, early education pro-
grams provide a safe, enriching and 
reliable childcare option, which can 
make all the difference for parents 
who work multiple jobs or are trying 

to improve their financial stability.
In Hawaii, we 

have approxi-
mately 

40,000 chil-
dren ages 3 and 

4. One of out ev-
ery two children at 

these ages — approx-
imately 20,000 keiki — 
does not attend 
nursery school, pre-
school or kindergar-
ten. The biggest 
hurdle remains sim-
ple economics. 
More than half of 
Hawaii families 

L eading economists at UHERO 
(University of Hawaii Economic 
Research Organization) and the 

state DBEDT (Department of Busi-
ness, Economic Development and 
Tourism) have forecast Hawaii’s 
economic growth over the next 
three years as falling to 1% 
or less annually. This will 
lag the forecasted national 
average by 50%, putting 
our state among the na-
tion’s weakest in economic 
vitality.

With Honolulu’s recent restric-
tions on transient vacation rentals 
and the probable decline in tourism 
activity due to the coronavirus out-
break remaining to be seen, even that 
forecast might be incomplete.

The ramifications of an economic 
decline will be far-reaching. All sec-
tors of society will experience conse-
quences, but individuals who already 
live paycheck to paycheck — more 
than half of Hawaii’s residents — will 
have the most to lose. Unless the iner-
tia in our economic growth is re-
versed, our community faces the 
prospects of lost jobs, in-
creased business insolvencies, 
cuts in government services, 
curtailment of grants-in-aid 
to social service agencies, 
and increased tax burdens 
for taxpayers at all in-
come levels.

Overall the quality of 
life in Hawaii will decline 
for its citizens.

With this in mind, lead-
ers in the Legislature and 
the governor have agreed 
upon an unprecedented joint 
package of proposals to address 
the challenges posed by a slow-
ing economy.

Boosting wages, housing 
and pre-K will strengthen 

our community, the economy  

Early education addresses 
inequities and provides 
better outcomes for keiki
By Terry George
and Jack Wong
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Terry George, top, 
is president/CEO of 
the Harold K.L. 
Castle Foundation, 
and Jack Wong is 
CEO of 
Kamehameha 
Schools; both are 
members of the 
Hawaii Executive 
Collaborative.

ISLAND VOICES

Colbert Matsumoto, 
top, chairman of 
Island Holdings, 
chairs the 
Government and 
Civic Engagement 
Committee of the 
Hawaii Executive 
Collaborative; Pono 
Shim is president/
CEO of the Oahu 
Economic 
Development 
Board; Richard 
Wacker, CEO of 
American Savings 
Bank, chairs the 
Innovation 
Economy Task 
Force of the Hawaii 
Business 
Roundtable.

By Colbert Matsumoto, 
Pono Shim and Richard Wacker
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ERIE, PA. >> 

Two women — one 
black and not affluent; 
one white, wealthy 

and famous — are contrast-
ing faces of America’s de-
bate about equal 
educational opportunity in 
grades K through 12. 
Porschia Anderson, a 
mother with daughters in 
kindergarten, fourth and 
10th grades here, and par-
ents like her have an enor-
mous stake in Pennsylvania 
expanding charter schools 
and supporting other ave-
nues to educational choices. 
The aim of such measures is 
for parents of modest, or 
negligible, means to have al-
ternatives that affluent par-
ents take for granted.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren is 
ardent for equality as an ab-
straction but is even more 
ardent for the support of 
public school teachers 
unions. They are tenacious 
in defense of their semimo-
nopoly in primary and sec-
ondary education: Less than 

6% of the nation’s pupils are 
in charter schools, and only 
218,000 (0.39%) of the 56.6 
million pupils received 
vouchers.

In Pennsylvania, as else-
where, there is a wearying 
constant, a simmering con-
flict. On one side are parents 
seeking charter schools — 
public schools granted more 
administrative and instruc-
tion discretion than enjoyed 
by unionized public schools. 
These parents also seek tax 
credits for privately funded 
scholarships that low-in-
come families can use to pay 
tuition at private schools. 
On the other side are teach-
ers unions characterizing 
such programs as “attacks” 
on public education funding.

Some attacks: Nationwide 
per pupil public expenditure 
(in constant dollars) dou-
bled between 1960 and 1980, 
and doubled again by 2016. 
Warren’s and Sen. Bernie 
Sanders’s jeremiads against 
“greed” exempt that of 
teachers unions.

The Commonwealth Foun-
dation is a tireless advocate 
for more Pennsylvania char-
ter schools and for tax cred-
its for scholarships. This 
school year the foundation, 
prevailing against labor’s big 
battalions, expanded schol-
arship access to 15,000 
more children. Unfortu-
nately, Gov. Tom Wolf, who 
attended a prestigious and 
pricey prep school, The Hill 
School, has issued executive 
actions to restrict enroll-
ments in charter schools. 
And to cut funding for char-
ters. And to force charters 
to pay the government to 
perform its duty of compel-
ling reluctant school dis-
tricts to obey the law: 
Pandering to teachers 
unions, some districts re-
fuse to provide charters 

with legally required per- 
pupil funding. Charter funds 
are distributed by school 
districts that often are run-
ning the underperforming 
schools that make parents 
desperate for the alternative 
of charter schools.

Last year, Philadelphia, 
where 34,000 students re-
cently applied for 7,500 
available charter spaces, re-
fused all three applications 
for new charters. Demand 
does not elicit supply when 
monopolists use politics to 
restrict supply.

A 2019 Education Next 
poll showed African Ameri-
can majorities favoring pub-
lic charters and private 
school vouchers for low in-
come families. 

Nevertheless, Warren 
pledges to “end federal fund-
ing for the expansion of 
charter schools” and “ban 
for-profit charter schools.” 
She who preens about her 
granular mastery of policy 
details must know that her 
pledge would have a dispa-
rate impact on low-income 
and minority families. Sand-
ers, too, vows to ban for-
profit charters (about 12% 
of charters) and to freeze 

funding for new charters.
Before the Supreme 

Court’s 1954 school desegre-
gation decision, state and lo-
cal governments could tell 
African Americans where 
they could not send their 
children. Sanders and War-
ren would have the federal 
government do that. George 
Wallace’s ghost is smirking.

Last November, Warren 
spoke in Atlanta with some 
African Americans who had 
interrupted her speech to 
protest her opposition to 
school choice, and who ac-
cused her of sending her 
children to private schools. 
Warren replied, as a clever 
lawyer would, “No, my chil-
dren went to public 
schools.” This was techni-
cally true and (unless her 
son’s schooling slipped her 
mind) tendentious. She has 
tweeted “#PublicSchool-
Proud” and her daughter at-
tended public schools. So 
did her son, until he didn’t. 
After fifth grade, he attended 
private schools in Austin 
and in Haverford, Pennsylva-
nia. The public schools that 

Warren’s children did attend 
probably did not resemble 
those from which parents 
seek relief when residing in, 
as is delicately said, chal-
lenging urban environments.

The following is pretty 
much what Porschia Ander-
son believes: “[T]the term 
‘voucher’ has become a 
dirty word in many educa-
tional circles. … The fear is 
that partial-subsidy vouch-
ers provide a boost so that 
better-off parents can opt 
out of a failing public school 
system, while other children 
are left behind. … [But] a 
taxpayer-funded voucher 
that paid the entire cost of 
educating a child (not just a 
partial subsidy) would open 
a range of opportunities to 
all children.” Those are not, 
however, Porschia Ander-
son’s words. They are from 
the 2003 iteration of Eliza-
beth Warren. She also has 
celebrated the “extraordi-
nary results” of Massachu-
setts charters, some of 
which started with the sort 
of federal aid she now vows 
to abolish.

GEORGE F.

WILL
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Warren’s ardent defense of 
the teachers union monopoly

———
George F. Will writes for The Washington Post.  
Reach him at georgewill@washpost.com.

>> House Bill 2543 and Senate 
Bill 3101, relating to access to 
learning, proposes to make early 
education more accessible and af-
fordable to all Hawaii’s families.

>> HB 2541 and SB 3102, relating 
to helping working families, will 
raise the minimum wage to put 
more money in the hands of resi-
dents.

>> HB 2544 and SB 3103, relating 
to a school facilities agency, will 
fund improvements for Hawaii’s 
aging schools, improving learning 
environments for our keiki.

>> HB 2542 and SB 3104, relating 
to land development, addresses 
the critical need for affordable 
housing in Hawaii.

The initiatives within this joint 
legislative package address eco-
nomic inequality, reform govern-
mental processes, promote 
development of housing for local 
residents, expand educational op-

portunities and increase the work-
force talent pool.

Unlike measures adopted in the 
past that have tended to be piece-
meal and focused on specific in-
terests, this comprehensive set of 
measures are solidly aimed at 
launching fundamental change to 
benefit the community at large 
and stimulate economic growth. 
They represent the most ambi-
tious set of legislative proposals 
in recent years, a collaborative ef-
fort aimed at fulfilling a renewed 
vision for Hawaii.

Why now? Because the future of 
Hawaii depends on it. Our state 
cannot succeed if more than half 
its residents are one medical 
emergency or unexpected car re-
pair away from financial disaster. 
We cannot stand by and watch 
our best and brightest keiki move 
to mainland cities for better pay-
ing jobs and a higher quality of 
life.

The long-term effects of the 
bills can help to lift the economy 
and create opportunities for up-
ward mobility for thousands of 

residents. The combined benefit 
of early education and affordable 
childcare improve earning poten-
tial for parents and children. An 
increase in affordable housing 
availability and wages combined 
with tax relief will put more 
money in the pockets of residents, 
allowing them to live beyond their 
next paycheck.

As will be expected, naysayers 
have already come forth to criti-
cize the proposed measures. Is it 
perfect? There is no such thing. 
Politics is the art of the possible. 
While refinements might be ap-
propriate over the course of the 
legislative session, the joint pack-
age offers a comprehensive ap-
proach to strengthen our 
economy and the vitality of our 
community. They represent a 
thoughtful effort to balance diver-
gent viewpoints and interests.

If our state’s elected officials 
can work together with the pri-
vate and nonprofit sectors to turn 
these proposals into a reality, Ha-
waii’s people will be better as-
sured of a stable future.

struggle to keep up with our high 
cost of living. For them, paying 
$1,000 a month or more for private 
preschool just isn’t an option.

Public preschool and the feder-
ally funded Head Start program for 
low-income families serve less than 
4,000 students. At our current pace 
of growth, it would take decades to 
expand access to early learning to 
all 3- and 4-year-olds in Hawaii.

We need to do better, for our 
keiki and for the future of our state. 
Investing in early childhood educa-
tion creates a brighter future for 
Hawaii. The Harvard Graduate 
School of Education reported in 

2018 that public funding for early 
childhood education has the poten-
tial to mitigate the high cost of spe-
cial education and lower dropout 
rates, leading to more positive edu-
cational outcomes.

If we want to make a real differ-
ence for our youngest learners, we 
must take a collaborative ap-
proach.

Currently, state legislators are 
considering a proposal, House Bill 
2543, HD1, which is part of a pack-
age of legislative bills that aims to 
address the issues most important 
to Hawaii’s working families. The 
bill proposes to increase funding 
for early learning programs. The 
approach also seeks to identify ex-
isting facilities that can serve as 
preschool classrooms, such as col-
lege campuses, public schools, 

public libraries and commercial 
properties.

The state Executive Office on 
Early Learning, Department of Edu-
cation and many other dedicated 
organizations are doing amazing 
work to serve our keiki, but re-
sources are limited and time is of 
the essence.

We can find solutions to reach 
the state’s new ambitious goal of 
providing access to early education 
for every 3- and 4-year-old in Hawaii 
by 2030. It all starts with legal and 
policy changes at the state level. HB 
2543, HD1, provides a foundation 
for building on the work of the 
early learning community. To-
gether, we can find multiple 
solutions to meet the need 
for early education through-
out our state.
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By Maura Quint

A s we continue through the Demo-
cratic primaries, an interesting 
and exciting fact has emerged:  

Nearly every candidate supports higher 
taxes on the rich — yes, even mega-bil-
lionaire Michael Bloomberg, if we take 
him at his word.

That’s nothing to take for granted. Two 
years ago, calls to “tax the rich” were dis-
missed as foolish and even reckless. Con-
ventional wisdom, and conventionally 
wise political advisers, warned that any 
talk of raising taxes on anyone would 
spell the end of a career. Now this three-
word slogan is a rallying cry and we’re 
holding elected officials and candidates 
accountable to it.

But despite the growing demand for 
progressive taxation, Democratic presi-
dential candidates are uncharacteristi-
cally quiet on one key point: that the 
fight for a fairer tax code must begin with 
fully repealing the 2017 Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act.

While some presidential candidates 
have proposed killing parts of the law, 
only a full repeal will do. The Trump tax 
scam was destructively expansive — 

lowering corporate tax rates, creating 
giveaways for gentrifying developers in 
the form of “opportunity zones,” broad-
ening the estate tax exemption to a level 
that effectively eliminated it, and more.

It took an already unequal tax system 
and added fuel to the fire, growing Amer-
ica’s wealth gap substantially. There are 
no tweaks or patches that will make this 
right.

Calling for a wealth tax or an increased 
top marginal tax rate is certainly some-
thing to be applauded, but in order for 
these proposals to make a substantial im-
pact on the ever-growing inequality in our 
country, they need to be paired with a si-
multaneous repeal of the disastrous 
Trump tax law.

The Trump administration and the 
GOP are still trying to claim that their tax 
law helped workers, despite all evidence 
to the contrary, and as long as the law 
stands, they will take any signs of eco-
nomic prosperity and untruthfully claim 
it as an outcome of their tax law. We 
can’t allow them to keep pretending that 
this full-fledged scam helped the middle 
class. No matter what they claim, the 
goal of this law was to put more money 
directly in the pockets of the wealthiest.

The day that he voted for this bill, Re-
publican congressman Vern Buchanan of 
Florida went out and bought himself a 
yacht. That was what the GOP tax scam 
was meant to do, and that’s who it was 
written to help.

Thanks to this scam, companies like 
Amazon are able to get away with paying 
absolutely nothing in federal income 
taxes, while pocketing billions of dollars 
in profits. A recent report from Fair Tax 
Mark cautioned that Amazon is “growing 
its market domination across the globe 
on the back of revenues that are largely 
untaxed.”

And not just Amazon — the Trump tax 
law also allows companies like Delta Air-
lines, Eli Lilly and Chevron (and 88 oth-
ers) to pay zero dollars in federal income 
taxes in 2018, while 53% of working- to 
middle-class families will find themselves 
paying more in taxes thanks to the same 
law.

As the GOP tax law gifted these com-
panies massive tax breaks, workers’ 
wages have stagnated. In fact, 44% of 
American workers are reported to be 
making just $18,000 a year — thousands 
lower than the federal poverty line for a 
family of four. Most of these underpaid 

workers aren’t college students looking 
to earn some extra cash to purchase 
books; they are adults in their prime 
working years forced to work multiple 
low-wage jobs to take care of themselves 
and their families.

So, why aren’t Democratic presidential 
candidates calling for a full repeal of this 
disastrous law?

While some Americans received a tax 
cut during the 2018 filing season, it was 
nowhere enough to substantially im-
prove their lives. The Institute on Taxa-
tion and Economic Policy warns, “The 
few provisions that targeted working 
families weren’t ambitious enough to 
make a notable difference for most work-
ing families.”

This isn’t lost on the public, who re-
main opposed to the law, with few Amer-
icans believing that it has had a positive 
effect on their lives or the economy.

In 2020, presidential candidates will 
have the opportunity to reimagine an 
economy that works for all of us — that 
fundamentally begins with repealing the 
Trump tax law.
———
Maura Quint is the executive  
director of Tax March.

Repeal Trump tax law to create economy for all


